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To;  the  rihfti-r’Tn.^n^  j=md  of*  th q  Urban  District  Council* 

Mr.  Chairman  and.  Gentlemen, 

X  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  .Annual  Report  on  tn©  he  1th 
of  tha  Urban  District  during  the  year  1948.  The  Report  is  furaxshed  under 
Article  17  (4)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations*  1935.*  an'l 
in  accordance  with  Circular  3/49  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  It  contains  no 
matter  of  report  inserted  on  the  specific  instructions  of  the  Council,  but  deals 
generally  with  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  and  matters  having  bearing  upon  health. 


The  year  was  characterised  by  the  relative^  freedom  of  the 


inhabitants  from  infectious  disease,  by  a  satisfactory  birth  rate  and  a  small 
natural  increase  of  population. 


I  take  this  opportunity  of  placing  of  record  my  appreciation 


of  the  support  and  the  courtesy  which  the  Council  has  given  me  throughout  the 
year  in  the*  discharge  of  my  duties. 


It  will  be  recognised  that  the  Annual  Report  could  not  be 


published  without  th  e  assistance  of  my  colleagues  and  I  have  to  acknowledge  such, 
assistance,  most  willingly  given,  from  Mr.  Dykes  Clerk  to  the  Council,  Mr.  F.J. 
Bast,  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor,  Mr.  A.T.  Thomas,  Financial  Officer,  and 
MT.  K.G*  Miljs,  Rating  Officer* 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 
Tour  obedient  servant. 


^rea  Medical  Officer  Of  Health 
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SECTION 


-  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIQTS  OF  THE  A1 E1A:- 


The  Urban  District  of  LecTbury  is  a  small  country  town  in 
the  South-east  of  the  County  of  Hereford,  lying  on  the  western  sido  of 
the  Malvern  Hills.  It  forms  a  centre  for  the  surrounding  fertile 
agricultural  district.  The  town  has  a  very  long  history  and  fortunately 
many  old  buildings  have  been  preserved. 

The  town  lies  on  the  main  lino  of  the  railway  connecting 
Hereford  and  Birmingham  and  is  a  junction  for  the  Nowent  and  Gloucester 
line.  The  River  Leadon  flows  by  the  town  but  is  hero  a  small  shallow 
stream  unsuitable  for  navigation  and  of  no  value  for  fishing.  The 
prosperity  of  the  town  is  linked  with  that  of  the  surrounding  Rural 
District. 


.*rea  ( in  acres )  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1948)  ... 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rote  . 


Registrar  General's  Estimated  Resident  Papulation 
EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OP  THE  YEAR :  - 


...  499 

...  1008 

...  £18868 

...  £74.7.9d. 


3667 


Live  Birth  rate  por  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  ...  14*7 
Still  -Bjrth  rate  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live  &  Still)  ...  Nil 
Death  Rato  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  (crude).  11.5 
DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES 

Rate  per  1,000 
Deaths.  Total  Births 


Heading  No.  29  ...  Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil  Nil 

Heading  No.  30  ...  Other  Maternal  Causes  Nil  Nil 

DEATHS  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE;- 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  ...  . .  37*0 

Legitimate  Infants  per  5,000  Legitimate  Live  Births  ...  40.0 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births..  Nil 


POPULATION :  - 


The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  the  resident  population 
is  3*667,  which  compares  with  3>408  for  the  year  1947  and  3*284  at  the 
1931  census.  It  will  bo  soon  that  an  increase  in  the  population  of  the 
area  has  taken  place.  With  the  Registrar  General's  figure  as  a  basis, 
the  average  number  of  persons  por  inhabited  house  is  3*63*  and  the  gross 
density  of  persons  per  acre  is  7*35*  The  estimated  average  number  of 
inhabited  houses  por  acre  is  2.02.  Tho  natural  increase  of  population, 
that  is,  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  for  tho  whole  year  is  12. 
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BIRTHS 

The  total  number  of  live  births  occurring  in  the  resident 
population  was  54*  there  being  2S  boys  and  2 6  girls  born  during  the  year. 

The  birth  rate  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  resident  population  is  there¬ 
fore  14*7*  which  compares  with  a  figure  of  21.1  per  thousand  in  1947*  and 
the  live  birth  rate  of  England  and  dales  for  1948  which  is  17. 9  por 
,  1,000  population. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  live  births  was  4(2  boys  and  2 
girls)  which  is  7.4^  of  the  total  live  births. 

STILLBIRTHS: - 

During  the  year,  there  were  no  stillbirths  registered.  The 
still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  births  (live  and  still)  was  nil.  ^his 
is  .  very  satisfactory  and  conparos  well  with  a  srttilX  TaiaHSh  for  1947  of 
27*0  per  1,000  total  births. 

DEATHS : - 

After  deducting  the  number  of  deaths  of  non-rcsidcnts  who  died 
within  the  area  and  adding  the  number  of  deaths  of  residents  which  occurred 
.1  outside  of  the  area,  the  total  number  of  deaths  of  inhabitants  which  took 

place  during  the  year  is  42.  This  total  is  formed  of  2 6  male  and  1 6  female 
deaths. 

The  crude  death  rate  was  11*5  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population,  which  go np ares  with  the  death  rate  of  England  and  Wales  of 
10.8  per  1,000  total  population  for  1948.  It  is  not  at  present  possible 
to  give  a  corrected  death  rate  and  the  difference  between  these  rates 
is  probably  due  to  a  significant  degree  to  the  age  distribution  of  the 
resident  population.  In  small  towns,  the  younger  section  of  ihe  population 
tends  to  migrate  to  larger  towns  for  various  reasons. 

/ 

The  commonest  cause  of  death  was  disease  of  the  heart,  this 
was  attributed  as  the  cause  of  death  of  12  persons  (6  males  and  $  females), 
whilst  disease  of  the  arteries  (Heading  No:  18)  and  other  circulatory 
diseases  (Heading  No:  20 ),  we.s  given  as  the  cause  of  death  of  6  persons 
in  each  group.  There  was  some  divergence  between  the  number  of  male  deaths 
(26)  and  the  number  of  female  deaths  (l6) 

*  CANCER 

The  deaths  from  all  forms  of  cancer  amounted  to  5  (2  males 
and  3  females)  which  gives  a  cancer  death  rate  (all  forms)  of  1.4  per 
1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  which  is  a  decrea.se  in  tho 
corresponding  rate  (1.76)  for  the  previous  year. 

INFANT  MORT, JLITI : :  - 

There  were  2  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  ago  (l  male 
and  7  female)  all  wore  legitimate  infants,  and  the  death  rate  was  37.0 
per  1,000  live  births. 

DEATHS  POP  TO  DIARRHOEA  UNDER  TWO  Y.J.ARS  IP  .Up:  - 

There  were  no  dearths  of  children  under  two  years  of  age 
attributed  to  diarrhoea. 

DEATHS  DDE  TO  NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE: - 

In  no  instance  was  death  attributed  to  notifiable  infectious 
disea.se.  This  experience  was  indentioal  with  that  of  the  year  1947. 

TUBERC  CJL03IS :  - 

This  disease  did  not  give  rise  to  any  deaths. 
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Infant  Mortality*:  — 

There  were  2  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  rge#  (l  le  nd  1  fe  •'  ir, 
all  were  legitimate  infants ,  and  the  death  ri  te  was  37.0  •ei  1,  \  ~  i,re 


TABLE  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATHS,  Al.!GOW)'Sm  TO  SEX  AND  MORTALITI  HATES  Fill  VARIOUS 


i'.T  fOTT'C? 

Reg.  Gen’s. 
Heading  No. 

Cause  of  Death, 

Males1 

Females 

Death  rate 
Persons  per  i2*£fc 

13. 

Gann  or  of  Buccal  Cavity  and 
Oesophagus  in  males. 

Cancer  cf  Uterus  in  females. 

1 

1 

0.3 

1 6. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites. 

1 

3 

4 

1.1 

18. 

Intracranial.  Vascular  Lesions, 

3 

3 

6 

1*6 

19. 

Heart  Disease. • 

6 

6 

12 

3.3 

20). 

Other  dJ.aoqs.ea  of  the 
cirsula  tory  system,-, 

4 

2 

6 

1.6 

23L 

Bcvnciitisv. 

2 

2 

0.5 

2k* 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and 
duodoraztiw 

2 

- 

C2 

0.5 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases. 

- 

1 

1 

0.3 

>3& 

Congenital  malformations, 

Birth  injury,  and  infantile 
diseases. 

2 

1 

3 

o.a 

33. 

Suicide. 

1 

— 

1 

0.3 

35. 

Other  violent  caused. 

1 

•* 

1 

0.3 

36. 

All  Other  Causes. 

3 

«* 

3 

o.a 

ALL  CAUSES. 

26 

16 

42 

11.5 
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SECTION  B.  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR.  THE  AftEAjr 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  County  Offices,  Hereford,  a  unit  of  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  continued  to  provide  clinical  laboratory  facil¬ 
ities  for  the  area.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  service  is  of  the  greatest 
value  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  distriot  and  to  the  Public  Health  Departs  non  t. 

The  control  of  bacterial  diseases  continues  to  increase  in  comp  lex  i  cy  each  year  as 
a  result  of  progress  in  research* 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  type  of  examinations  carried  out 
by  the  laboratory  on  behalf  of  the  Public  Health  Departments- 

SPECIMENS  EXAMINED 


Urine  ••• 

•  I# 

•  *  *  •  •  • 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

•  ft 

... 

Ml 

.  .  • 

3 

2& 

Swabs 

•  *9 

• » «  *  *  • 

•  t  • 

•  •  • 

III 

*  4  • 

•  •  • 

*  a  • 

SputAm  »» 

•  t# 

O  •  *  0  .  « 

•  , 

.  ,*•  • 

1  tl 

...  ’ 

•  .  • 

•  *  • 

2 

11 

Water  -Bacteriological.  '*.*.»" 

*  c  • 

•** 

Ml 

•  it 

Ml 

IM 

Water-Chemical 

»*•  e  o  *> 

*  ♦  O 

•  « « 

•  M 

*•* 

•  •  . 

•  *  • 

3 

It  must  be  remembered  that  investigations  aro  also  carried  out  at  the  request 
of  medical  practitioner’s  in  the  area*  Those  investigations  are  not  included  in 
•  *bho  above  table* 

HOSPITAL  FACILITIES 

General: - 

The  Ledbury  Cottage  Hospital,  situated  in  the  town,  is  a  cottage  hospital 
of  12  beds,  and  is  provided  with  a  surgioal  theatre  and  on  X-ray  apparatus.  It 
provides  useful  accommodation  for  both  surgical  and  medical  cases.  This  hospital 
vested  in  the  Minster  of  Health  under  Section  6  of  the  National  Health  Act,  194b. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

When  the  National  Health  Service  Aot,  1946,  came  into  foroe  tho  Council 
ceased  to  be  responsible  for  the  provision  of  hospital  treatment  for  acute  infectious 
disease. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES:- 

A  motor  ambulance  is  maintained  at  the  Court  House  Dopot,  by  the  Home 
ambulanee  Service  Joint  Committee  of  the  Order  of  St.  John  and  tho  British  Red 
Across  Society.  This  funotions  as  part  of  the  ambulance  service  provided  by  the 

Local  Health  Aut  hority. 


CLINICS 


Infant  Welfare.  An  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  every  alternate  Tuesday  after¬ 
noon  at  th  o  Church  Room  in  Market  Street.  This  provided  by  a  voluntary  Committee 
with  assistance  from  the  Herefordshire  County  Council. 


School  Clindot-  _  „  „  . , 

- A  County  Council  School  Clinic  is  held  every  Tuesday  and  Friday 

morning  at  10  a.m.  at  the  Court  House  premises  for  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments 

in  school  ohildron. 


Public  Mort  uary  .  ,  •  ,  ,  ,  ,  .. 

No  publio  moptuary  and  postmortem  foout  ia  as  yet  provided  but  tne 

Council  has  this  provision  in  mind.  Such  accommodation  would  suffioo  for  the 
Urban  and  tho  surrounding  Ryral  District  and  it  is  'possible  that  the  adaptation  of 
an  existing  building  may  be  the  best  practical  solution  at  the  present  time. 
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'SECTION  C.  SANITARY  CIRCCTflSTANCES  Of  THE  ARlu-g 


Water:- 


io  Co'il'j! 


‘  1  t 
1  X  I 


The  town  is  supplied  chiefly  "by  means  oi  c: 

There  are  still  some  privet  shallow  we .1 .  v'.  . 

1938/39  a  su  rvey  of  these  wells  was  corbie  oed  :  *.  .  -:.i  *  . .  '  , 

water  was  not  fit  for  pot  able  purposes,  Tiic  c  >nfc  anuet  use^o-  owuj  O’..  •* 

doubtful  duality  is  net  likely  to  promote  the  health  ot  tne  sho jle. 

be  remedied  a.t  an  oarly  date.  The  work  of  installation  of  the  cown  supply  where 
a  /well  is  found  to  be  polluted  nas  been  commencoa  and  vail  bo  continued.  During 

the  year-  21  new  wafer  si;pplies  were  provided. 

The  Council’s  mins  are  didided  into  ’two  systems,  the  high  Pressure  system 
suDplying  t  he  higher  part  of  the  town  and  the  low  pressure  system  which  supplies  the 
remainder,  but  there  are  facilities  for  connection  the  high  pressure  to  the  low 
pressure  system. 

The  water  normally  supplying  the  low  pressure  mains  is  derived  from  the 
Conygree  Reservoir  (  1000,000  gallons  capacity),  this  being  fed  from,  sprang  v^ich 
originate  in  what  appears  to  ho  Wenlock  Limestone  in  Conygree¥ood.  These  Springs 
areSland  springs  whith  a  yield  subject  to  variations  related  to  the _ local  rainfall, 

Tho  brickyard  well  is  one  of  the  most  important  0f  these.  No  pimping  plant  is 
installed  at  this  supply,  but  chlorination  treatment  is  given.  *s  a  result  ol 
tests,  it  was  found  that  the  quality  of  the  Water  on  the  low  pressure  system  had 
v  barome  crone  to  periodic  pollution  which  was  not  without  danger  to  the  public 
'  S/  tPhS  pSlut  ion  tool:  place,  it  would  appear  that  tho  min  protection 

Of  the  h  ealth  of  the  consumers  rested  upon  the  efficiency  of  the  chlorinatio  , 
no  great  evidence  can  be  placed  upon  this  particular  apparatus.  ^ this  source 

of  supply  is  to  be  continued,  efficient  chlorination  is  essential.  Inability  to 
trace^the  source  of  this  pollution  renders  the  position  very  unsatisfactory. 
Discontinuenoe  of  the  supply  until  it  can  be  remedied  and  the  installation 
efficient  chlorination  appears  to  be  the  appropriate  measure  at  ttiflfflanrat.  Dur  g 
the  drier  summer  months,  this  supply  always  requires  augmentation  from  the  high 
pressure  supply.  Throughout  the  year,  the  water  supplies  were  adequate  for  tho 

requirements  of  the  area. 

•  lh  order  to  improve  the  supply,  the  following  extensions  to  the  mains  were 
carried  out:- 

i.  An.  extension  main  was  laid  from  Bonk  Crescent,  along  Knapp  Lane  to  Homend 
Orescent  to  enable  the  Swiping  Bath  to  bo  filled  direct  from  the  Malvern  supply. 

ii.  A  bye-pass  main  was  constructed  at  the  Junction  of  Bank  Crescent  and  Homend 
U  Crescent  so  that  the  higher  portions  of  Bank  Crescent  and  the  Mbury  Gramar 

School  can  be  supplied  direct  from  the  Malvern  Bulk  supply. 

iii.  A  main  was  laid  in  Woodleigh  Road  across  the  railway  bridge  to  ®^ble 
Woodleigh  Road  and  Catleys  Road  to  be  supplied  form  the  New  Street  Mains. 

During  the  year,  three  samples  of  the  town  water  before  chlorination  ^re 
submitted^for  oheScal  examination  and  five  samples  for  ba  cteriological examwatxm. 

of  the  treated  water  were  sent  for  examination.  ns  a  result  of  these 
it*Ls  fSmd  that  the  low  pressure  system  water  was  subject  to  what  I  rogard  as 
danger  ou^period  pollution  and  that  no  great  faith  can  be  placed  upon  the 
chlorinator  at  the  low  pressure  reservoir. 

On  one  occasion,  tho  water  was  found  to  be  polluted  by  S 

difficult  to  sec  how  this  come  about  without  being  purpose  y  looking  covers 

It  was  dealt  with  by  flushing  out  the  mains  and  reservoir  and  fitting  locking  cov 

to  the  reservoir. 

wrarsas  •vesezi 

town  is  obtained  from  underground  sources  and  contains  a  fair  am  b 
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Within  the  town,  740  dwellings  re  supplied  from  the  mains  by  means  of  separate 
servicds,  -whilst  90  dwellings  are  supplied  by  stand  pipes. 

The  average  daily  consumption  of  water  per  day  was  76*000  gallons  for  -  -1 
purpose  or  20.7  gallons  per  head  of  the  estimated  resident  population. 

In  addition  to  the  supply  provided  in  the  Urb  n  ^rtrict,  ^  c 
the  adjacent  Rural  District  are  given  supplies  from  thu  " 

maids.  These  are  located  in  Ledbury  Rural  Parish  (  20  d\.-el-.j  /  -  • 

Parish  (  2  )  dwellings  and  addition  a  few  trade  supplies  ard  provided. 

DRAJNAG-E  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  town  has  a  system  of  public  sewers  which  receives  the  drainage  of 
almost  the  whole  of  the  town.  The  system  *J  must  be  in  some  parts 

quite  as  old  as  the  town  and  the  exact  course  and  condition  of  the  sewers  are 
probably  not  known,  nevertheless  the  system  functions  fairly  satisfactorily. 

The  sewers  take  both  strom  water  and  sowago  and  connect  partly  to  a  series 
of  crude  settlement  tanks  and  partly  to  the  sewage  disposal  works*  Those 
works  are  very  old  and  are  completely  inadequate  for  the  proper  treatmen  o 
the  present  day .  quantity  of  sewage.  As  a  result,  the  effluent  passing  from 
works  into  the  River  Leadon  causes  deoxygenation  of  the  stream  in  water* 
a  view  to  secure  improvement,  the  Council  instructed  consulting  engineers 
pr^^ea  n^chernTf  or  aewige  disposal  to  conjunction  with  an  industeial  under- 
taking  in  the  vicinity.  At  the  close  of  the  year,  the  preparation  of  this 
scheme  had  not  been  completed. 

No  mem  prlypto-or  public  sewers  -  wore  -  eons  true  tod  during  the  year,  but  a 
length  of  private  sewer  was  relaid  in  Lower  Road. 

However,  disused  irrigation  channels  at  the  existing  sewage  purification 
works  were  cleaned  and  again  brought  into  use  so  as  to  rest  and  relieve  o 
channels  which  have  been  in  continuous  use  for  several  years  with  inadequate 
attention. 

During  the  year,  9  new  drains  were  constructed,  of  those,  7  were  in 
connection  with  dwelling  houses.  Ten  drain  tests  were  make.  ^  e^lst^S 
drains  were  reconstructed,  four  drains  were  repaired  and  two  stopped  drains  wer 

cleared. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES?- 

Public  conveniences  are  provided  in  the  centre  of  the  town  by  the  Council. 
These  are  well  sited  and  maintained  in  a  good  state  with  some  difficulty. 

Damage  and  mutilation  of  tho  premises  is  a  problem  of  some  significanc  • 
inspections  of  these  premises  were  made  during  the  year. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS ; - 

The  River  Leadon,  a  tributary  of  tho  Rive-  Severn,  forra  part  of 
western  boundary  of  the  Urban  District.  .Hare,  the  Leadon  is  a  snail  stream^ 
■which  tends  to  produce  flooding  of  its  banks  in  the  winter  mon  hs.  , .  , 

frequently  involve  the  land  used  for  irrigation  at  the  existing  sewago  disp 

works. 

The  condition  of  the  river  below  the  town  is  unsatisfactory.  It  is 
frequently  discoloured,  and  the  bed  covered  with  black  deposit,  funga  gr°  - - 

common  and  tho  stream  appears  to  bo  devoid  of  life.  In  other  wo  o.s,  . 

is  polluted  and  will  remain  so  until  proper  sewage  disposal,  works  arc  cons 
to  deal  adequately  with  the  effluents  it  receive*  in  this  neighbourhood. 

Evidence  o  f  pollution  can  be  seen  for  a  few  miles  tel°"  t^fstrea 

the  drier  months  of  the  year  when  tho  flow  is  small,  the  appearance  of  the  strea 

is  objectionable. 

Recent  cleaning  of  tho  course  of  the  River  Leadon  has  sonewhnt  ii^rovod  the 
flow,  but  this  has  made  little  difference  in  the  condition  of  the  water. 

Whilst  the  settlement  tanks  and  irrigation  channels  of  the  Urban  district 
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Councils  sewage  disposal  wortta  STrtv^  ^  ^ 

produced  little  Material  change  in  the  state  of  tl»  ravor 

QLOSET  ACCOMODATION 

Ahnnf  half  of  the  tellings  in  the  town  are  proveded  with  efficient 

-  -ikes 

or  pail  closets  in  use  within  the  area. 

Public  cleansing:- 

Thore  is  a  weekly  system  of  collection  for  domestic  refuse  tloroughout 
the  district.  The  touncil  obtained  deliver/  of^  °£*“8  methods 

vehicle,  cf  a  Modem  pattern,  “  “^onectad  domestic 

of  oollection  of  r  a  e  re  •  ground  end  as  there  is  always  a  lack 

cf^Stafo?  SSrfS  JSg&T*  is  not  possible  to  introduce  a 
controlled  system  of  disposal. 

Three  cesspools  were  oloansed  by  tho  Council  at  the  cost  of 
occupiers. 

Tho  Council  gave  some  attention  to  scouring  the  pro^sion^of^p  o®-Lloctiol;i 
sanitary  dustbins  by  tto; t*°  So  of  ^suitable  containers 
for"™r  ftuSttS  “ted  in  seme  i^rove^nt. 

svrrmraircc;  BATHS:- 

The  smaU  open  air  swimming  bath  owned  by  the^°”°th  vltafiTtaken 
the  public  during  the  sumer  months  on  paym  n  .  onoe  ,,eckly.  Mo 

from  the  town  mains  and  th?  treatment  of  the  water  with  Chloros 

SnSSST^St  S  the  water  in  as  clean  a  state  as  possible. 

SHOPS  AND  OFETCES.- 

As  a  result  of  informal  action  under  the  ; 
of  a  shq^  provided  adequate  sanitary  acocmo  •-  arothor  shop, 

accomodattan  for  members  of  each  sex,  was  secured  in  another  P 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA:- 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  F.  J.  East,  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor,  for  the 
following  tabular  statement  furnished  under  Article  2?  (13)  of  the 
Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935*- 

Inspections:— 


Afehbins  &  Ashpits  «*•  •••  •••  ••• 

Bakehouses  ••••  •••  ...  ••• 

Cbmmon  Lodging  Houses. •  »»«  •••  ••• 

dowhheds  and  Dairies  »»  ...  ... 

Drainage  »(«  •»•••  •••  ...  ••• 

Brain  Tests  ->c  •  ...  ••• 

Filthy  and  Verminous  Premises  ...  ... 

Factories  without  Mechanical  Power.  ... 

Factories  with  Mechanical  Power  ...  ... 

loc  dream  (Registered  Premises)  ...  ••• 

Public  Conveniences.  .«  ...  •  •• 

Rats  and.  Mice  Act  ...  •••  ••  ...  ... 

Shops  (Shops  Act  1934)  . . . 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools  •  •  ...  ...  ... 

Unsound  Food  ...  ...  »•  ••  *•  ••• 

later  supply  •«  ...  •  •  •••  »•  ... 

Housing  (  Consolidated  Regulations  1954  ) 


Housing  (Other)  *••  ...  ••• 

Notices  Issued. 

Inf ormal  ...  •••  ...  •••  • 

Statutory  rehousing.  ...  ...  •••  . 
Statutory  under  Other  Ass ts  ...  ...  . 

Summary  of  Defacts  Remedied s~ 


Ashbins  Provided  . e .  ...  •••  ••• 

Drains  and  Gullies  Cleared*.  ...  ... 

Drains  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ••• 
Drains  Reconstructed. .  ...  •*• 

New  Drains  Provided* • «  ...  ...  ... 

Pail  Closets  Converted  to  Water  Closets. 
New  sinks  Provided  ...  ...  •** 

Water  supplies  Provided  ..  ...  ... 

Paving  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ••• 

Ngbep  Ashbins  Provided. .  ...  ... 

Defeotive  Floors  Repaired. ..  ...  ... 

Defective  Boof  s  Repaired  ...  ... 

Defective  Brickwork  Repaired  ...  ... 

Filty  and  Verminous  Premises  Cleansed.  • . 
Filthy  and  Verminous  Persons  Cleansed.  •  • 
Miscellaneous  Defects  Remedied  ...  ... 


200 

4 

1 

1 

5 
10 

4 

5 
9 
5 

50 

4 

3 

20 

25 

25 

4® 

48 


.3 

1 

122 


100 

2 

4 
2 

3 

5 
21 

a 

100 

1 

4 
1 
'2 

5 


Camping  Sites:- 

No  sites  were  used  for  comping  purposed  during  the  year  and  no 
licences  for  camping  were  granted  by  the  Local  Authority. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No  infestations  of  dwellings  by  bed  bugs  came  to  the  notice  of  the 
Department  during  the  year.  Disinfestation  of  the  belongings  of  tenants 
before  removal  to  Council  Houses  was  not  required. 


Disposal  of  the  Dead:- 

b  No  burials  were  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority  during  the  ye^ 
under  powers  granted  by  Section  50  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  W. 
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Welfare  of  the  Aged  s.nd  Infirm?  — 


Section  V7»  National  iissast' 


20  ct 
l^fSa 


The  necessity  for  action  by  the  Council  under  powers  granted  by 
this  section  did  not  arise  during  the  year# 

Factories  Act  1937 «- 

Tho  number  of  facto  ries  with  mechanical  power  gegistered  with  the 
Looai  Authority  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  30 »  whilst  the  number  without 
mechanical  p^ver  so  registered  was  13* 

."n  t  he  course  of  the  year,  nine  inspections  were  made,  and  four 
defects  wore  rfouitacU  Three  contrarention  relatod  to  sanitary  conveniences 
vis;,-  absence  of  separate  accommodation  for  members  of  oach  sex, 
ii„  insufficient  sanitary  p.ocoraaodation*  Lack  of  cleanliness  was  found 
in  a  bakehouse.:  At  the  end  of  the  year,  these  dofeots  had  been  remedied 
wi'ch  c~  (.‘s/ioGp  uxor.) 

nm  5  r  2.0  (KSTOm) 

Annual  Her  or  t  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  Respeot  of  the 
Tear  2  9V'  for  the  Urban  District  of  Ledbury  in  tho  County  of 

Herefordshire « 

hart  1  of  the  Aot# 

1#.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspect¬ 
ions  made  tv  Sanitary  Inspectors)  _  _  _ _ _ 

- — *  Ktec  Occupiers 

Premises  am  Inspections  Written  Erosec- 

Begister  Notices  uted. 

V  _ _ _ 

A  _ _  _  .  _  -  -  _  -  -----  -  ■  ■  ■■  ■-  — "  — 


la  Factories  in  which 
Sections ,  I?  ?.j  3j»V*&b 
are  to  'he  enforced  by 
local  Authorities*  13 

2#,  Factories  not 

included  In  io  in 

which  Section  7  in 

enforced  by  Local 

Autnor  i  jy«  j<s,s  im*<  29 

3#  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  Local  Authority 
(exc  hiding  ou  t-v/orkers 
premises)  1 


Totals  «#«  » « »  * » »  43 


-t 


t 


A 


c 
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2.  Oases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Particulars. 

Pound 

Rem© diced 

~  Referred 
by  I!*H» 
Insnector. 

’  Humber  of  cases  in 
whicl i  p r os  ecut  ions 
were  inst? iutecL 

Want  of 

Cleanliness 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Hn-easerr'b  it 

Ten^r nature  (S3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  •  C or. ;en:ienc 
a*  Insu  £f5 .c  i  an t  a  a  «■ 

■  ni 

^  K. 

1 

1 

•** 

- 

b.>  Ux^ui  troic  off 
Dofc-oti-;o 

T 

* 

■*> 

- 

C%  Hot  P.Ov2ffACO 

f  02*  C.  *-- ,}>>.'  ” 

X 

- 

Other  Caffence  h 
agaior  r  th  •  4  it 
(not.  inoluotng 
of  f e  ace  0  xv- 1  a  b  1/ ; 

to 

l1 

— 

total 

4 

. . .  _ tl 

•• 

- 

:  ■ 


%  ;V 

! 


. 


1  '  '  .  '' 


t  i 


!  * 
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S3CTJ0N  L\ 

Throughout,  tao  year.-  the  0.0050.0.  for  housing  accommodation  continued  to  he  far 
in  excess  of  that  avail,  le  and  little  progress  was  mad  towards  satisfying  the  dams:  -&* 

The  Councils  ouildirig  progross  was  confined  to  the  completion  the  interim  development 
of -the  Longacrc  Estate.*  seven  dwellings  being  completed  during  the  year.  Mo  new 
Council  houses  were  in  course  of  erection  at  the  close  of  the  year  and  private 
enterprise  made  no  contribution  to  the  housing  needs  of  the  area* 

Towards  the  end  of  ihe  year,  t  he  Council  made  efforts  to  secure  control  of  a 
portion  of  the  former  prisoner  of  war  campy  near  t  he  Gloucester  Road,,  with  the 
intention  of  converting  a  number  of  the  buildings  into  temporary  houses.  This  pro¬ 
posal  was  attractive  as  the  usual  services  were-  installed  on  the  site,  and  the  buil¬ 
dings  could  bo  readily  ad:.-,  pod  for  temporary  dwellings.  iShe  Camp  site  had  the  advantage 
of  being  conveniently  situated., 

At  tho  end  of  the  year  the.  number  of  occupied  Council  houses  was  139 >  this 
number  does  not  include  13  dwellings  originally  erected  by  the  Council  and  occupied 
by  tenant  purchasers. 

No  dwellings,  were  erected  or  were  under  construction  before  the  end  of  the  year 
by  private  owners*- 

The  number  of  applications  for  housing  accommodation  before  the  Council  and 
still  regarded  as  being  genuine  live  applications  remained  high  at  some  200.  The 
ye  _  1  can  bo  regarded  as  one  of  meagre  progressive  towards  satisfying  the  housing  need 
of  the  area.  This  lack  of  progressive  was  due  to  factors  beyond  the  control  of  the 

Council. 

At  tho  beginning  of  the  year,  there  ware  28  dwelling  a  known  to  bo  overcrowded, 
iand  in  seven  of  these,  action  by  the  Ckrnoil.  secured  abatement  of  the  overcrowding. 

,.Mo  new  instances  of  overcrowded  dwellings  cone  to  tho  notice,  of  the  Department,  so  • 
.that  the  number  of  overcrowded  dwellings  at  the  end.pf  the  year  was  21*.  Those  figures 
suggest  that  some  ^progress  was  made  in.  abating  the  problem  of  the  overcrowded  dwelling, 
and  the  position  should  significantly  improfe  with,  the  resumption,  of  house  building 
by  the  Council* 


3NgEEC?iqB  OF  DJRTXG-  THE  YBAR* 

1*  Totu.l  nsi-afasr  -jf  dwelling.  -h.ouE-es;  inspected 

for  heaving  defects  huedar  'fiibllo  ffi^aliSr  or 

h).T-.U'.  d :  g  j  t.  &  c  o  v.-  o  ... 


•  •  • 


(lb)  of  ir. sp  >rt Ions  made  for  the  purpose 

(a)  ihrmpnex  of  dwelling-  n mines  (included  under 
iSifeb.'iSod,  :'l)  aho^e  which.  were  inspected 

recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
•logi .3 .'-.emeus,  and  1332*  ...  . . * 


\b)  hkruixr?  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  * 


60 


•* 


48 

60 

Nil 


Nemdsar  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be 
in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health:  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

lumber  of  dwelling  houses (exclusive  of  thoso 

ref f erred  to  under  the  preceeding  sub-head) 

found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonable 

fit  for  human  habitation.  ...  »•»  ...  hO 

KTOSy  ip  DEFECTS  DURING  THE,  TEAR  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAS  NOTICES. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  •••  •••  18 
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action  under  staturory  powers  during  the  YEAR* 

Proceedings  under  Sections  9.  10,  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936*  ,  .  . 

(a)  Humber  of  dwelling  -houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs.  •••  ••• 

Cb)  Nunber  of  dwelling  houses  which  .were  rendered 
fit  after  servioe  of  formal  notices.-  ••• 

1.  By  owners  Hi  •••  •••  •••  **'"  **4 

11.  sy  Local  Authority  in  fefault  of  owners  1  ••• 


Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(a)  Ntmiber  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
V  1  notices  war®  served  requiring  defects  to  he 

remedied.  •••  —  —  *** 


...  Nil 

• 

, Mil 

,♦*  Mil 


...  ••• 


(b)  Humber  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
V  '  were  remedied  after  servioe  of  formal  notices 


0  •  . 


0.0  0-0* 


3u  ffifr  owners  000  •  *  -  — 

11.  ay  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 


M#  ♦  ttt'  • 
•  M 


•  ••> 
•  •  • 


Proceedings  under  Sections  11  tet‘  1936 


0.0  • • * 


00.  0«« 


0  00  •  •  • 


(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  0  * 

Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  192j 

(a)  lumber  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

V  *  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  000  •••  *M' ’  .  ** 

(h)  Humbdr  of  separate  tenement  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

detemened,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been  . 

rendered  fit . 


22 


:  21 

Mil 


Mil 

Mil 


0  •  » 


Mil 


•00 


nonsMs  act,  iqsS  piht  iv-  oTORcaaro  tog. 

(a)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  ehd  of  the  year 

(b)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 
(o)  Number  of*  persons  dwelling  therein 
(a)  Number  o*  new  cases  of  overcrowding  repored  during  year 


»0* 


000  ••• 


000 


.  0  ••• 


(a)  Number  of  cases  of  ovor crowding  relieved  the  year. 

(b)  Numiber:  of' person^  fchbirtied  in  such  cases  *•* 

Particulars  ..of  any  cases  in  which .  t!°^^St^nestepsef  o^the  abatement 
overcrowded  after  theLocal  Authority.  k 
of  overcrowding. 


;mi 

21 

30 

117 

Nil 

7 

35 


I 


/ 
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SECTION  E.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply :  ~ 

The  number  of  registrations  under  Article  6,  of  the  Milk  and  dairies 
Order,  1926,  remained  unchanged. 

The  sale  and  distribution  of  milk  within  the  area^ during^ the  year  ./as 
satisfactory.  No  cases  of  disease  occurred  to  which  tofectea  mlk  jas 
suspected  as  being  thee  cause  of  infection.  One  Inspection  of  ros¬ 
tered  premises  were  made. 

There  are  no  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  area  and  no  licences  for 
the  sale  of  pasteurised  milk  were  issued  by  the  Looal  Authority  Wiring  t 

year. 

No  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  by  thp  Department  for  test  for 
cleanliness  or  pathological  bacteria. 

It  would  appear  that  the  supervision  of  the  production  and  sale  of 
safe  milk  will  be  tr’ransf erred  at  some  future  date,  to  the  Ministry  ° 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  As  this  work  absorbs  only  a  very  small  fract  o 
of  the  iianitary  Inspectors  'ft  ime,  it  will  make  no  difference  o  '  ic  v/o 
the  Council’s  Officers. 

Ioe-Croar.it 

This  food  is  a  milk  product  and  the  same  care  is  required  to  be  used 
its  preparation  and  storage  as  is  necessary  in  the  production  of  mi  . 

One  manufacturer  within  the  area  is  registered  with  the  Local 
Authority  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream,  and  five  p  remises  one  reg¬ 
istered  for  its  storage  and  sale.  During  the  y  ear,  five  inspec 
of  registered  premises  were  made  and  no  action  was  necessary  with  regard 
to  these  premises.  As  the  number  of  registrations  showed  anv  ^crease 
on  the  previous  year,  it  would  seem  that  the  sale  of  this  oo 

reased. 

Water  Cress :- 

A  small  sale  of  this  foodstuff  takes  place  during  the  season,  but  no 
action  was  necessary  b#  the  Department.  This  plant  grows  in  a  num  er  o 

plaoesa  adjacent  to  the  town  and  is  no  doubt  gathered  and  consumed 
no  ill  effects  appaar  to  have  been  experienced.  The  cress  supplied  by 
green  grocers  in  the  town  is  purchased  from  wholesalers  or  recognised  local 

sources. 

Shell-Fish :- 

The  sale  of  Shell  Fish  in  the  town  is  insignificant  at  the  present 
time  and  no  action  was  necessary. 


Meat:- 

All  fresh  meat  sold  within  the  town  is  obtained  tn  the  City 
Abattoir  at  Hereford,  and  as  a  result  of  inspection  carried  out  there, 
unsound  meat  is  not  brought  into  the  area.  Nevertheless,  meat  expo  * 
or  intended  for  sale  is  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector suS- 
carcasc  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  voluntarily  sur 

endered. 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  within  the  town 
slaughtering,  but  very  occasionally  one  former  slaug 
for  emergency  slaughter. 

In  view  of  the  faetthat  centralised  slaughtering  has  been 
for  so  long,  and  the  m  eat  trade  has  become  familiar  with  it. 
it  is  unlikely  that  smo.ll  individual  slaughterhouses  will  the 

use.  Centralised  slaughtering  seems  to  be  more  satisfactory 

hygienic  standpoint. 
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POOD  POISIONING-:- 

•ji .  4 »  •  •  :  s» 

m,.  .'..a  K  4.^  *V/V  •  *»  «•  *  • 

Me  notifications  of  .food  poisoning  or  suspected  food  poisoning  were 
Jfcceived  during  .’the  year.  I 


UNSOUND  FOOD:- 


The  following  table  shows  the  variety  of  food  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption  and  voluntarily  surrendered, : - 

MEAT:-* 


% 

u-»r>^o  O-L  lOfJOVj  uv. 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows. 

auu  vtuii1. 

Cows* 

Chives. 

Sheep 

and 

lambs 

Pigs. 

Number  Killed  if  Known* 

l 

Number  Inspected, 

1 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis.  Whole 
Carcases  condemned. 

1 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspoof^d 
affected*  with  disease 
other  then  tuberculosis. 

100 

UNSOUND 

qurs. 

Iba. 

Pints. 

Tomatoes  *  • » 

•  •  o 

*C>  » 

too 

d  a  * 

1 

6 

Prunes  « «» 

e  v  © 

fl  US 

’>  «T  0 

0  0  e- 

25; 

Pish  . 

0  *  * 

fl  Vi  3 

3 

1 

12 

Biscuits  0»* 

6  9  * 

•  *>  « 

»•  9 

o  o  • 

U 

Bidding  fixture 

o  •  ft 

•  >•  « 

•  a  • 

VI* 

21 

latter  • . • 

%  •  • 

ft*  % 

2 

20 

bates  •»« 

0  ft*'* 

**ft 

•  ft  ft 

5k 

Preserves  , 0  » 

•  ft* 

«  •  ft 

Js%- 

Canned  Eruit** 

o*e  » 

9  *  • 

Oft  * 

>  t  ft 

20 

*  i'"  vegetables 

«  »  * 

ft** 

«>ft* 

ttt 

1 

*  m  fish  ... 

i 

•  «  ft 

ft  •  % 

m 
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SEC TION  F.-  THE  PEEV/T.MCE  OF,  /JO  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE:- 


The  population  of  the  area  continued  to  show  remarkable  freeoam 
from  infectious  disease.  Indeed  the  e^erionce  of  1948#  was  slight- 
better  than  that  of  the  previous  year,  for  measles  and  whooping  cougr 
were  the  only  infectious  diseases  notified  and  these,  with  a  smg.-o 
exception  we  re  limited  to  the  first  q;aa.yfosr  of  the  year*  id  cog© 
there  were  lb.  notifications,  three  respecting  measles.  The  perron 
were  ch  ildren  under  iho  age  of  ten  yoars* 

The  efficiency  of  notification*^'.  good  end  I  am  satihfreu. 
notifioat:tos  acutely  present  y.-  >  of 

Whilst  this  freedom  from  *  m.uon  x";scvW^  r  ‘Very  satis±yu**t>  • 
think  that  it  can  be  mama uaoU.  over  a  -.oi'ig  pe?.  ^.Cvx* 


feiaeaae,  ^  ,a>  ^  1;— ~ 

»  i  •.  **  *“  “  ** 

»  i  ~  1  6  -  -  -  “  " 


Measles* 
Whooping  Cough 


3 
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Totals 


-19, 


-  14 


Tuberculosis :  - 

the  joe*.  there  wore  £7-  oases  of 

idgistei*,  -'26  .'iDeiiig  :in  respect  of  pulmonary  diseas®,  and  1  f  ‘  of  these 

disease.  During  the  rear,  fiv®  cases  were  addeu.  xo  the  gegistcr, 

S  ^3es  plrnor-ag  disease,  of  *>**  three  .ere  new  cases. 

Six  names  were  removed  from  the  register  of  pttto—y  ^he^Sster! 
year,  so  that  at  tho  oJoso.-  of  the  year,  2b  oases  remained  on  the  registe  , 

(24  pulmonary  and  2  nor-“pulrn.cnerry ) 

„  ,  ,,  .  +..v  form  of  tuberculosis. 

There  were  i®  dentes  a.tUa.'-'V.wr  xo  c.r,  x 
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